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Red Cross abandoning fungus-plagued headquarters

The Anerican Red Cross, chased out of its old M nneapolis chapter
house by intractable fungus contam nation, will build a | arger headquarters
near the Interstate Hw. 35Wbridge over the M ssissippi River.

The ol d building, the former Heffelfinger famly nmansion at 11

Dell Place south of Loring Park, will be razed because the contam nation
could not be abated, said Marian Adcock, the chapter's chief executive
of ficer.

Groundbreaking is expected in May for the 50, 000-square-foot
brick, glass and al um num building on 1.8 vacant acres at 1201 West
Ri ver Pkwy. About 70 enpl oyees, now scattered at a dozen | ocations,

are to be in the new structure before spring of 2000.

The project will cost about $7 nillion, and Adcock said funds
will include a fewnillion dollars to be raised in a |ocal capita
campai gn and even nore fromthe national Red Cross.

"“For 90 years, Red Cross volunteers selflessly have hel ped people
in this community during tines of disaster,'' she said. ~ Now we are
asking the comunity to help us as we recover from our own.'

The new building will include a regional blood collection center,

an emergency operations center and space for volunteer training and
mass care

The ol d building was infested with four types of fungus, including
Stachybotrys atra, which has been linked to fatal illnesses in aninals.

Adcock said the Red Cross assisted nine enployees in getting
wor kers' conpensation, has sued contractors who installed air-handling
systens in additions to the old building in the 1970s and 1980s, and
is in negotiations with its insurance carrier.

The old building site is too small for a replacenment structure,

and the Red Cross is negotiating to sell it, she said.

The Red Cross al so said building anew woul d be nore cost-effective
than | easi ng because the local real-estate narket is so tight.

The agency is buying the new site, in the Industry Square area
east of downtown, fromthe M nneapolis Community Devel opnent Agency
(MCDA) for $449,000. Design and construction are by KKE Architects
and the Ryan Conpani es US.

The Red Cross had occupied its Dell Place building since the
1940s. It was donated by the famly of Tom Heffelfinger, now the chapter'
s board chairman. After noving out in 1996, the chapter occupi ed space
at the Dayton Hudson Operations Center in Golden Valley and then at
the United Way of M nneapolis Area building in downtown M nneapolis.

The chapter has an annual budget of about $4 nillion and serves
Hennepi n, Anoka and Scott counties. Adcock also functions as administrative
head of Red Cross disaster services statew de, and the agency said
it benefits nore than 350,000 people a year.
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