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Just sl ow down

on new initiatives,

Queen's Park urged

PEEL/ HALTON BUREAU

Change is coning too fast for the education systemto handle, the

di rector of education for the Halton Catholic District School Board
says.

““1It's too much, too soon, Fred Sweeney sai d.

I think the number of changes that have occurred in the past year
and those to be inplenmented this year are significant,'' he said.

""They will nake quite a difference to both teachers and students.'
Et hel Gardiner, who chairs the public Halton District School Board,

said the speed of change has caused a great deal of difficulty for
staff.

" Change is sonetines good, but we can't have it so fast,'' she said.
Gover nment aski ng

for too nuch,

di rector says

" " Peopl e have difficulty coping with small amunts of change, but

when the changes are nunerous and have to take place in short time
lines. . . it nakes it all the nmore difficult.'

Gar di ner suggests the government slow down in a lot of its initiatives.

"I think they have decided to do nmany things without |ooking at inplications
for specific areas,'' she said.

""The only thing that really matters is what happens for kids on a
daily basis in their classroons.'"'

Sweeney said the Mnistry of Education is asking quite a bit from
teachers by demandi ng several new curriculunms be inplenmented in one
school year, including those for science, physical education and history
and geography.

" Those are three they (teachers) are going to have to do this year,
"' Sweeney said. " That's going to cause sone concern.'

The board has just received the social studies docunent that the mnistry
expects to be used this year.

“"We spent five weeks here in the summer with teachers devel oping
units for the new science program'' he said.
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""We have no units at all for the new social studies program W just
have a list of topics that should be taught.'

He said they didn't even get a recomendation for textbooks.

The board will ask teachers to use the new docunent as a guideline
until staff can sit down and develop units for the course.

But the biggest issue might be just making sure there are teachers
in the classroom and not on the picket |ine, Sweeney said.

The Catholic board also faces probl ens of overcrowding through rapid
growt h, but sone of that could be helped with the construction of

a new el ementary school in MIton and additions at two schools in
Burlington and Georget own.

Students moved from the school s undergoing renovations will be housed
for six to eight months in schools | eased fromthe public board and
the new French District School Board

Sweeney said the board al so expects the mnistry will soon approve
requests for new el ementary schools in the northern parts of Gakville
and Burli ngton.

""We don't have any surplus space . . . W're absolutely desperate
for schools,'' he said.

““Under the new funding formula we think we qualify for two and possibly
t hree new schools. "'

Gardi ner said the public board has not been able to build nore schools
in growth areas of the region.

" This necessitates transporting kids out of their comunities and
i ncreasi ng portabl e use throughout the system'' she said.

But using portables rai ses another problemthe board has had to face
- moul d that has forced students out of some portables and into tenporary
cl assroons in school gyms, libraries or any vacant space

""We're working as quickly as we can to renmove the mould and renedi ate
the portables for start-up in Septenber,'' Gardiner said, adnmitting
that sone students will start the school year in tenporary accomodati ons.

Several experts have |linked prol onged exposure to stachybotrys atra
nmoul d, one type of fungus found in portables, to migraines, nose bleeds,
flu-1ike synptons, |lung problens and diarrhea.

Health officials in the United States have also tied nmould exposure
to a nunber of infant deaths in Ohio.

Gar di ner said the nmanagenent of mould will continue to consune the
time and energy of Halton's board.

"It will be a trenendous drain on financial and human resources,"'
' she said.

Dusty Papke, Halton's director of education, sent a letter to the
Education Mnistry asking for $2 million to help with the clean-up.

He said at the tine that the board woul d concentrate on schools wth

nore than three portables to nake sure space is avail able when students
return.
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He hopes to have them all done by Novenber.

Sweeney described Halton's separate system as a | ow assessnent board
and said it hasn't been hurt by provincial government budget sl ashing.

""We're finding that we got nmore noney for our classrooms as the government
had stated,'' Sweeney said.

Sweeney said the province al so approved the board's requests for grants
for special needs kids.

""We were able to get the full amount of those grants based on the
proposals we sent into the governnent,'' he said
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Dusty Papke, Halton's director of education, hopes that all of
the public board's portables will be nould-free by Novenber. He
has requested $2 nmillion to help with the clean-up fromthe
education nministry.

FRED SWVEEENEY:

""We're desperate for schools,

says education director.
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