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Hal t on public board steps up nould search

By Bob M tchel

Fungus coul d cl ose

hal f of portables,

medi cal officer says

STAFF REPORTER

Operation Target Muld is under way in Halton Region.

By the end of the year, one out of every two portables in the public

school system could be cl osed because of the presence of a potentially
harnful noul d, health officials say.

""We don't know what we'll find but | think there is, in all Iikelihood
the possibility that over 50 per cent of the portables inspected
will have to be closed and upgraded,'' said Dr. Robert Nosal, Halton'

s nmedi cal officer of health.

T Qur past experience is that if there is a little mould, then you
have to start digging further. \Wen you start renoving the ceiling
tiles and | ooki ng behind the walls, you're likely to find nore.'

In an extraordinary nmove | ast week, Nosal issued a conmunity health
protection order to the Halton District School Board, demandi ng that
all 186 portables in the public board be inspected.

Nosal wasn't happy with the speed at which the public board had been

exam ning its portables since excessive nould was di scovered in portables

at Brookdal e and Pi negrove public schools in Febru-
ary.

The nost recent inspections began on the weekend at Oakville's Mntclair

Public School. Today, a team of environmental experts and health officials

will start examining the eight portables at Oakville's PilgrimWod
Publ i ¢ School .

Later in the week, six portables at Sheridan Public School in Cakville
wi |l be probed.

Students will be rempved fromthe portables and classes will be taught
inside the building. If excessive mould is discovered, the classroons
will be closed and students won't be allowed back until the nould

is renoved

Exposure over a prol onged period could cause respiratory problens

The fungus, known as stachybotrys atra, has been blamed for sore eyes
and throat, headaches, nosebl eeds, rashes, asthm, runny nose and
fatigue.

Si gni fi cant exposure to nould spores over a prol onged period of tine,
such as a school year, could affect a student's respiratory system
causing irritation or allergic reactions.

No Hal ton student has been confirmed ill as a result of the toxic
nmoul d.
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The board, which must inspect 157 portables fromnow until the end
of June, has been authorized to spend up to $3,000 per portable, but
no noney has been authorized to repair the portables, which nmust be
di smantl ed and rebuilt when nould is discovered.

About 200 students from Brookdal e and Pi negrove have been taking classes
i nside their school buildings since February, when massive quantities

of the fungus were discovered in several portables. Five Pinegrove
portabl es have been upgraded, but students have yet to be all owed

back into their classroom Wrk still needs to conpleted at many of

the 10 Brookdal e portables.

Four portabl es have been cl osed at Abbey Lane Public School. A prelimnary
exam nation has deternined that sone nould has al so been discovered

in portables at Rolling Meadows, Kilbride, Sheridan, John T. Tuck,

C. H Horton and River Oaks public schools.

Students remain in those classroons, but will be inmmediately renpved
if the new inspection finds excessive noul d.

Moul d has al so been found in 18 of 26 portables suspected of having
the fungus in the Halton District Catholic School Board. Nosal did
not issue a health protection order to the Catholic board because
he was satisfied with the way it has been conducting inspections.

Public board officials said the delay in exanm ning their portables
was caused because they tried to do the work on weekends, but weren'
t able to conplete the work as quickly as they hoped.

Physicians in Halton and those at the Hospital for Sick Children in
Toronto and Chedoke- McMaster Hospital in Hanmilton have been told to
contact Nosal if any child is diagnosed with a nmould-related ill nness.

CAPTI ONS:

DEREK OLI VER FOR THE TORONTO STAR

MOULD SEARCH

Site supervisor Dan Foley, in full protective clothing, probes
one of several portables behind Mntclair Public School in
Oakvill e Saturday for toxic mould.
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