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From drice@ines.col ostate.edu (Doug Rice)

Subj ect: Re: Muld in Buildings

Date: 04 Apr 1996 00: 00: 00 GMVr

Message- |1 D: <drice. 20. 3163E5CF@ i nes. col ost at e. edu>
ref erences: <828628246_OASI S _@ ohnwi | k. dermmon. co. uk>
organi zation: Col orado State University

newsgroups: bionet. mycol ogy

In article <828628246_OASI S_@ ohnwi | k. denon. co. uk> j ohn@ ohnwi | k. dermon. co. uk (j ohn
>From john@ ohnwi | k. denmon. co. uk (john wi |l ki nson)

>Subj ect: Mould in Buildings

>Date: Wed, 3 Apr 96 14:30:46 GMVI

He went on, however, to state that

>condensation nould is conpletely different to nould produced
>by penetrating danpness (ie danpness such as rain soaking

>t hrough a wall, dripping through a ceiling or even water
>from a bath seeping through a floor into the flat bel ow).

>As if he was not in enough trouble he continued, stating
>that the two types of mould can be differenciated, even
>by sinply | ooking at a photograph of the affected area of
>pl ast er wor k.

The nould is
>bl ack, clunmped rather than evenly spread and the plaster on
>which it was grow ng was danp.

> woul d be pleased to hear from anyone who can debunk the
>ot her witnesses statenents. | will be not so pleased, but
>neverthel ess grateful if anyone can substantiate his views!

Hel I o John:

Mol d requires three things to flourish in any environment. A suitable
nutrient, a place to attach, and noisture. An airborne nold spore that |ands
on a surface that provides food and water will grow. The nold is not picky
about its source of water.

Your adversary witness is assum ng that nmold nust have a uni que water source.
This sinply is not true. | have isolated Aspergillus niger fromrain soaked
carpets, penetration soaked walls, condensation soaked air filters and a
variety of foods. The Aspergillus does not |ook any different while grow ng
in these environnments.

There are a variety of nold genera that can use cellulose as a nutrient. The
bl ack one you describe on the paper of the plaster board may be A. niger or
one of the Stachybotrys (atra or chartarum.

Good luck with the case. Let me know if | can be of further assistance
Doug

Douglas A. Rice

CSU- Environmental Quality Laboratory Director

Applied m crobiology of food, air, water and soil

dri ce@i nes. col ost at e. edu

voice: (970) 491-6503

“"Mbderation is for Monks, take big bites out of life."
--Lazarus
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